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Managing wetlands on your property

GUIDELINES for inland New South Wales

ADDING VALUE TO THE NATURAL ASSETS OF NEW SOUTH WALES
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1.  Introduction
1.1 A vital resource
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1.2 Wetland management
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Figure 1 How to develop a plan of management for your wetland
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problems and taking actions

Step 3

Identifying values, 
issues and objectives

Step 2

Getting started: gathering 
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 2. Step 1 – Getting started
2.1 Identifying wetlands on your property
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Identifying wetland on your property
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1 Note that many of the principles that apply to naturally occurring wetlands also apply to artificial wetlands. However, those are dealt
with in greater detail in other publications such as the Constructed Wetlands Manual (DLWC 1998). This document addresses only
natural wetlands.
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2.2 Wetland services
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What benefit or value does your wetland have?

L ��������������	(�>�
�(����#	���5����
��"�	*����������������������>��	5�(	���	����������

=����5����>�����(����
�&=D!���(	�����
��(#�
��5����5����
�����*�
���#	��5�
���	���
����

Figure 2 Wetland functions

For BOTHPrimarily for agricultural
production purposes

Primarily for biodiversity
and catchment quality

   Land uses:

• grazing

• cropping

• forestry

       Land uses:

• flood mitigation
• drought security

• water quality
improvement

• buffering

• groundwater recharge
• visual asset, recreation

• breeding grounds and
nurseries

• scientific and agricultral
research

• education

   Land uses:

• plant and
wildlife habitat

• cultural
significance and
heritage

• biodiversity

2.3 Setting the parameters

2.3.1 Who’s involved?
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2.3.2 What do I already know?
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What do I already know about my wetland?
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Current uses
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2.4.3 Biological condition
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*See Information Collection Sheets for Plants and Animals on the following pages. You will find a list of Field Guides in Section 7 of
the Resource Folder (page 26).
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*Information Collection Sheets: Biological Condition

Plants in and around your wetland

*See “Field Guides” and “References and Further Reading” in Sections 7 & 8 of the Resource
Folder for information on plant species identification.

When recorded: ............................. Water level at time of recording .................................

Name
(common
and/or
scientific)

Plant type:
grass, shrub
tree, etc?

Introduced or
native?
Weed plant?
Is it significant?2

Where found?
(area on map?)

Economic
use?

2 Listed on any national or international agreements or listings – see “Legislation and Planning” in Section 3 of the
Resource Folder (page 4)

Plants on surrounding land/buffer zone

Plants in the water (submerged)

Plants on the edge (partly/occasionally submerged)
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...................................................................................................................................................................

*Information Collection Sheets: Biological Condition

Animals in and around your wetland

*See “Field Guides” and “References and Further Reading” in Sections 7 & 8 of the Resource
Folder for information on plant species identification.

When recorded: ............................. Water level at time of recording .................................

Name (common
and/or
scientific)

Introduced or
native?
Pest animal?
Threat posed?

How often do you
see it?
Is it significant?2

Migratory (birds)?

Economic
impact?

2 Listed on any national or international agreements or listings – see “Legislation and Planning” in Section 3 of the
Resource Folder (page 4)

Mammals (including stock)

BIrds
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...................................................................................................................................................................

*Information Collection Sheets: Biological Condition

Animals in and around your wetland

*See “Field Guides” and “References and Further Reading” in Sections 7 & 8 of the Resource

Folder for information on plant species identification.

When recorded: ............................. Water level at time of recording .................................

2 Listed on any national or international agreements or listings – see “Legislation and Planning” in Section 3 of the
Resource Folder (page 4)

Name (common
and/or
scientific)

Introduced or
native?
Pest animal?
Threat posed?

How often do you
see it?
Is it significant?2

Migratory (birds)?

Economic
impact?

Fish

Reptiles and amphibians

Insects
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2.4.4 Climate and geology
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2.4.5 Hydrology
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2.4.6 Water quality
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2.4.7 Indigenous value
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 3. Step 2:  Identify
management issues and
objectives
3.1 Wetland management issues
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3.1.1 Dams for water storage
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3.1.2 Grazing
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Coraki wetlands, New South Wales
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3.1.3 Cropping
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3.1.4 Timber harvesting
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3.1.5 Aquaculture
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3.1.6 Drainage
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3.1.7 Use of pesticides and fertilisers
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3.1.8 Water resources development
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3.1.9 Water quality
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3.1.10 Salinity
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3.1.11 Weeds
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3.1.12 Feral animals
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3.1.13 Mosquitoes
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3.1.14 Fire
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3.1.15 Loss of biodiversity
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3.2 Identifying issues and objectives
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Table 1: Values, Issues and Objectives for Management
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4. Step 3:  Actions
4.1 Does action need to be taken?
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4.1.1 Passive management
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4.1.2 Active management
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4.2 Identifying causes
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4.3 Identifying actions
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4.3.1 Legislation and planning
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4.3.2 Management strategies and options
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4.3.3 Funding:  what financial resources are available?
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4.4 Listing your management issues, causes and actions
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Table 2: Example management issue: sedimentation
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Table 3: Management issue:
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Table 4: Management issue:
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4.5 Forming a management plan
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Table 5: Sample management plan for activities
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5. Step 4: Keeping track –
how to measure progress
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Table 7:  Example of a monitoring plan
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5.1 Management problems – when things don’t go to plan
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5.2 Plan for maintenance
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Table 9: Maintenance plan

Table 8:  Monitoring plan
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